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Telephone  : 
Blaydon  2822 


Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Blaydon-on-Tyne. 


August,  1965. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Blavdon  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year,  1964. 

The  population  figures  show  a natural  increase  of  256  over  the  figures  for  1963, 
with  an  estimated  population  increase  of  40.  ’ 

Both  the  birth  rate  and  number  of  births  were  higher  than  in  1963,  while  it  is 
pleasing  to  record  that  the  death  rate  and  number  of  deaths  have  decreased  not 
inconsiderably  although,  as  pointed  out  in  last  years’  Report,  these  latter  figures  can 
only  be  regarded  as  significant  if  the  trend  persists.  The  infant  mortality  rate  continues 
to  decrease  and  this  year  is  lower  than  that  for  the  County  and  for  the  country  as  a 
whole.  The  low  figure  of  only  5 deaths  occurring  during  the  first  4 weeks  of  life  arc 
even  more  remarkable  in  so  far  that  all  occurred  during  the  first  8 days  and,  of  these, 
4 within  24  hours  of  birth.  2 of  the  5 were  due  to  congenital  abnormalities.  As 
previously,  no  deaths  from  pregnancy  or  other  maternal  causes  were  recorded. 

Of  the  330  deaths  during  the  year,  166  were  the  result  of  cardio-vascular  disease, 
while  65  were  caused  by  cancer,  figures  in  this  latter  respect  being  lower  than  for  four 
of  the  last  five  years,  i.e.  1959,  1960,  1961,  1962  and  1963  when  the  numbers  were 
78,  74,  56,  75  and  72  respectively. 

Infectious  disease  notifications  showed  the  usual  alternate  yearly  decrease,  129 
cases  being  recorded  compared  with  437  last  year,  the  measles  figures  being  73  as 
against  383  in  1963.  10  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  and  the  number  remaining 
on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  132.  5 deaths  from  tuberculosis 
were  recorded.  During  the  year,  16  cases  of  dysentery  and  10  cases  of  food  poisoning 
were  reported,  for  all  of  which  routine  investigations  and  preventive  measures  were 
carried  out  effectively.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  no  reported  cases  of  diphtheria, 
poliomyelitis  or  smallpox  throughout  the  District. 

Immunisation  programmes  continue  to  be  pursued  vigorously,  with  prophylaxis 
against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus,  poliomyelitis,  smallpox  and  tuberculosis. 
Protection  against  all  except  smallpox  and  tuberculosis  can  be  given  singly  or  in 
various  combinations.  Protection  against  poliomyelitis  is  now  almost  exclusively  by- 
means  of  oral  vaccine.  Vaccination  with  B.C.G.,  as  a protection  against  tuberculosis, 
continues  to  be  carried  out  yearly.  Percentage  protection  figures  for  the  District 
comnare  most  favourably  with  those  both  for  the  County  and  for  England  and  Wales. 

Details  of  the  operations  in  the  District  of  Blood  Donor  Panel  and  of  the  Mobil-' 
X-rav  Unit  are  embodied  in  the  text  of  the  Report. 

Health  Education  continues  to  be  pursued  by  a wide  distribution  of  posters  and 
camphlets,  and  through  the  medium  of  Health  Visitors  and  other  nursing  personnel. 

Through  the  suppon  of  the  Council,  the  very  willing  collaboration  of  the  Womens’ 
Voluntary  Service  and  help  from  an  industrial  canteen,  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Service, 


anticipated  in  the  1963  Report,  was  commenced  on  the  25th  August,  1964.  It  is 
regrettable  that,  due  to  a variety  of  problems,  it  was  not  found  possible,  during  1964, 
to  expand  this  beyond  12  recipients.  It  is  greatly  hoped  that  a much  more  extensive 
Service  can  be  provided  before  the  end  of  1965. 

An  extensive  and  wide  spread  chiropody  service  on  a fee  paying  basis,  started 
in  1958  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service,  has  continued  to  be  run  through  the 
energetic  efforts  of  that  organisation.  It  is  expected  that  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  clinics 
will  operate  during  1965  free  of  charge  to  patients  as  a result  of  anticipated  financial 
assistance  from  the  County  Council;  and  that  additional  clinics  and  sessions  will  come 
into  operation  to  cater  for  communities  at  present  living  some  distance  from  existing 
clinics. 

As  detailed  on  page  21  of  this  Report,  three  meetings  of  the  newly  formed  Local 
Co-ordinating  Committee  for  No.  1 Health  Area  were  held  during  the  year.  The 
functions  of  this  Committee  are  explained  in  the  text. 

This  year  (1964)  also  saw  the  take-over  from  Co-ordinating  Committees  dealing 
with  children  neglected  in  their  homes  by  re-naming  them  Family  Case  Conferences, 
of  which  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  Area  is  Chairman.  Throughout 
the  year,  7 such  families  were  discussed  and  solutions  found  in  5 cases;  the  problems 
of  2 families  still  remained  unsolved  at  the  beginning  of  1965. 

The  mains-water,  supplied  by  the  Statutory  Undertakings  throughout  the  District, 
was  continuous  and  plentiful  and  assurances  were  given  by  the  suppliers  that  a careful 
watch  was  kept  by  them  on  both  its  physical  and  bacteriological  qualities. 

Several  minor  complaints  were  received  from  residents  in  the  Rowlands  Gill 
and  Winlaton  Wards  regarding  sediment  in  and  discoloration  of  the  water.  These 
were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  by  routine  flushing 
of  the  mains.  It  is  hoped  that  a water  supply  of  the  highest  organic  and  bacteriological 
purity  will  be  ensured  throughout  the  Board’s  area  when  the  new  filtration  works  at 
Honey  Hill  are  completed. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  importance  of  food  and  food  premises  inspection  was 
fully  recognised  by  the  inspectorial  staff  of  the  Department  as  indicated  by  the  722 
visits  made  for  this  purpose. 

Publicity  material,  comprising  leaflets  and  extracts  from  legal  statutes,  were 
constantly  being  circulated  among  occupiers  of  food  premises  and  other  food  handlers 
to  assist  them  in  recognising  their  responsibilities  and  obligations  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Although  public  health  officers  are  always  on  the  look  out  for  signs  of  food 
being  badly  handled  and  served  by  assistants,  whose  personal  habits  may  leave  a lot 
to  be  desired,  more  assistance  from  the  public  in  focusing  attention  on  any  undesirable 
practices  v/ould  be  appreciated.  Housev/ives  should  complain  to  the  management 
when  ever  they  come  across  low  standards  in  food  shops  and,  if  their  complaints  are 
received  with  indifference,  they  should  forthwith  contact  their  public  health  officer. 

The  introduction  into  the  refuse  collection  section  of  an  additional  new  vehicle 
of  modern  design,  fitted  with  mechanism  for  compacting  refuse,  added  greatly  to  the 
effici'^nev  of  the  service.  The  Council’s  policy  to  replace  the  remaining  old-type 
side-loaders  by  this  type  of  vehicle  will  undoubtedly  result  in  a much  improved  service. 

The  paper  sack  system  of  refuse  collection,  with  its  attendant  advantages  referred 
to  in  last  year’s  Report,  was  further  extended  during  the  year  to  include  all  new 
dwellings  erected  by  the  Council.  Some  300  sack-holders  have  now  been  installed 
in  dwelling-houses  and  it  is  hoped  to  extend  the  scheme  to  include  schools,  shops  and 
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similar  premises  where  more  than  average  quantities  of  refuse  arc  produced. 

A welcome  addition  to  the  statute  book  during  the  year  was  the  Offices,  Shops 
and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  which  makes  provision  for  securing  the  health,  safety 
and  welfare  of  persons  employed  in  office,  shop  and  certain  railway  premises. 
Preliminary  inspections,  of  108  premises  to  which  the  Act  applies,  indicated  that 
employers  generally  were  in  sympathy  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

A creditable  amount  of  work  was  done  during  the  year  towards  the  alleviation 
of  bad  housing  conditions  by  making  full  use  of  legal  enactments  governing  slum 
clearance,  repairs  and  improvements.  iVlore  detailed  information  on  the  subject  is 
embodied  in  Section  VII  (Housing)  of  the  Report. 

Satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  throughout  the  year  in  sanitary  and  health 
measures  and  has  only  been  limited  by  the  shortage  of  Departmental  staff.  The 
continued  maintenance  of  full  establishment  of  Departmental  inspectorial  and  office 
staff  is,  however,  essential  if  the  good  work  already  done  is  to  continue  at  the  same 
high  level  as  in  previous  years. 

I would  express  my  thanks  to  members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  of  the 
whole  Council  for  the  understanding  and  co-operation  which  has  made  my  task  the 
more  pleasing  and  the  Department’s  efforts  the  more  effective. 

I would  record  my  thanks  to  colleagues  in  other  Departments  of  the  Council  for 
their  help  and  collaboration  when  needed.  I am  indebted  to  all  the  officers  and  other 
employees  of  the  Department  for  continued  excellent  work  throughout  the  year  With 
ffie  bringing  up  to  full  establishment  of  the  number  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  in 
December,  I look  forward  to  an  even  more  progressive  1965.  The  good  relations 
existing  within  the  Department  have  contributed  considerably  to  the  high  standard 
which  has  been  maintained. 


The  willing  collaboration  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff,  with  in- 
formation supplied  and  staff  assistance  when  required,  should  be  mentioned.  I would 
record  my  thanks  to  Mrs.  Brown,  the  County  Health  Clerk  for  the  Area,  for  her 
assistance  helping  to  carry  out  all  the  necessary  personal  preventive  health  measures 
throughout  1964.  She  resigned  her  appointment  and  left  in  November,  1964,  and  I 
\vish  her  all  success  in  her  new  appointment.  Mrs.  Martin,  who  is  now  undertaking 
the  same  d^uties,  has  been  responsible  for  the  collection  and  compiling  of  the  detailed 
material  of  the  section  on  Personal  Health  Services  in  this  Report  and  to  her  also 
my  thanks  are  due. 

Mention  must  be  made  of  the  Womens’  Voluntary  Service  personnel  who  have 
done  so  much  in  welfare  matters,  particularlv  in  the  development  over  the  years  of  a 
chiropody  seiwice;  and  also  of  their  untiring  efforts  in  continuing  with  the  Meals  on 
Wheels  Service  carried  on  with  considerable  difficulty. 

Finally,  I would  express  appreciation  to  all  those  organisations  outside  of  Local 

collaborated  so  ^villingly  in  supplying  me  with  information 
regarding  their  own  operations  in  or  near  the  District. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  A.  DRYDEN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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I.  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  PHYSICAL  FEATURES 

Part  of  the  northern  boundary  is  the  River  Tyne  from  Derwent  Haughs  to  Stella 
Haughs  which  is  also  the  boundary  between  the  counties  of  Durham  and  Northumber- 
land. From  Stella  to  where  it  joins  Stanley  Bum  at  the  north-west  extremity  of  the 
District,  the  boundary  follows  the  line  of  Blaydon,  Barlow  and  Coal  Burns  and 
separates  Blaydon  and  Ryton  Urban  Districts. 

The  Urban  District  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  County  boundary  via  the  Red, 
Clinty  and  Milkwell  Burns  ending  at  Blackball  Mill.  Adjoining  Blaydon  Urban  District 
to  the  west  are  parts  of  Prudhoe  Urban,  Hexham  Rural  and  Consett  Urban  Districts. 

The  River  Derwent  forms  the  south  and  south-east  boundary  of  the  District 
and  enters  the  Tyne  east  of  Blaydon  at  Derwent  Haughs. 

ELECTORAL  DIVISIONS  AND  WARDS. 

The  County  of  Durham  (Electoral  Divisions)  Order,  1963,  which  came  into 
operation  in  April,  1964,  provided  for  the  formation  of  three  new  electoral  divisions 
described  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Blaydon  East  — The  Blaydon  Ward  of  the  Urban  District. 

(b)  Blaydon  Central — The  Winlaton  Ward  of  the  Urban  District. 

(c)  Blaydon  West  — The  Chopwell  Ward  and  the  Rowlands  Gill  and  High 

Spen  Ward  of  the  Urban  District. 

(a)  Blaydon  East 

Blaydon  Ward — is  situated  on  the  south  bank  of  the  River  Tyne  and  is  both 
residential  and  industrial.  The  main  industries  are  heavy  and  light  engineering, 
brickworks  and  fireclay  works.  Throughout  the  year,  extensions  to  several  factory 
premises  were  made  and  enquiries  were  made  by  several  industrial  firms  interested 
in  developing  vacant  sites  in  the  Ward  scheduled  under  the  Town  Map  for 
industrial  purposes. 

The  regrettable  lack  of  progress  in  connection  with  the  proposed  Blaydon  Central 
Area  Development  Scheme  has  given  rise  to  some  concern  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  authorities  concerned  will  endeavour  to  accelerate  progress  at  an  early  date. 

Estimated  population  : 8,114. 

(b)  Blaydon  Central 

Winlaton  Ward — is  situated  to  the  south  of  Blaydon  at  a height  of  300  feet  and 
is  preponderantly  residential.  The  pattern  of  the  approved  County  Development 
Plan  has  now  begun  to  take  shape  due  to  the  concentrated  housing  development 
carried  out  both  by  private  enterprise  and  the  Council.  Further  administrative 
progress  was  made  during  the  year  respecting  the  proposed  new  housing  and 
shopping  development  planned  for  the  centraf  area  of  the  Ward.  Most  of  the 
population  is  employed  outside  the  Ward  in  engineering  on  industrial  Tyneside, 
the  mining  and  railway  industries. 

Estimated  population  ; 9,493. 

(c)  Blaydon  West 

Rowlands  Gill  and  High  Spen  Ward  — this  ncwlv  formed  Mi'ard,  which  is 
centrally  situated  in  the  District,  is  semi-rural  in  character  and  is  essentially 
residential.  Whilst  housing  and  industrial  development  has  continued  at  a reason- 
able rate  in  the  Rowlands  Gill  area,  no  appreciable  change  has  taken  place  in 
High  Spen.  The  population,  most  of  which  is  employed  in  the  mining  industry, 
finds  employment  outside  the  Ward. 

Estimated  population  : 7,973. 


Chopwcll  Ward — is  mostly  agricultural  and  forestry,  the  bulk  of  the  population 
being  concentrated  in  Chopwcll  and  Blackhall  Mill.  Coal  mining  is  the  chief 
industry  in  the  Ward  and  employment  is  provided,  in  the  main,  at  Chopwcll 
Colliery. 

Estimated  population  : 5,390. 

TOWN  MAP  AREA  PROPOSALS. 

Housing  development  is  likely  to  be  continued  for  many  years  to  come,  concen- 
trated in  Winlaton  and  Rowlands  Gill  areas.  It  would  appear  that  the  tcndancy  will  be 
for  populations  in  these  parts  of  the  Urban  District  to  increase;  in  Rowlands  Gill  by 
approximately  3,000,  during  the  next  ten  years. 

With  Town  Map  Area  Proposals  no  further  extensive  housing  development  can 
be  anticipated  in  Blackhall  Mill,  High  Spen  or  Stella  and  populations  in  these 
villages  will  tend,  if  anything,  to  decrease. 

Limited  development  may  take  place  in  Chopwcll,  where  employment  is  expected 
to  continue  during  this  period.  But  it  is  not  expected  that  any  increase  in  population 
will  take  place.  The  populations  in  the  villages  of  Winlaton  Mill,  Barlow  and  High- 
field  are  expected  to  remain  more  or  less  static,  whereas  the  movement  of  occupants 
from  unfit  houses  in  Blaydon  to  Winlaton  will  obviously  result  in  a decrease  in  the 
Blaydon  Ward. 

The  overall  population  increase  of  the  District  by  1974  can  be  anticipated  to  be 
of  the  order  of  3,000. 


7 


II. 


STATISTICS 


General. 

Acreage  — 9,325. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  : 

Council  4,012  Other  6,280  Total  10,292 

Number  of  Other  Premises  : 1,493. 

Rateable  Value  : £760,415. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  : £2,974. 

Vital. 

Population  — 1931  — 32,248 
1951  — 30,791 
1964  — 30,970 

Density  of  persons  per  house  : 3'01 
Births  : Comparability  Factor  : 0 98 

Live  Births  : Male  Female  Total 

Number  280  306  586 

Rate  per  1,000  population  : C.F.  Adjusted 

Blaydon  Urban  District  18'92  18-54 

Durham  County  18-30  17  90 

England  and  Wales  18-40  — 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  ; Male  Female  Total 

Number  11  15  26 

Percentage  of  total  live  births  : 4-43% 

Still  Births  : Male  Female  Total 

Number  2 8 10 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ; 16-78 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  : 596 

Deaths  : Comparability  Factor  : LIS 

Male  Female  Total 

Number  194  136  330 

Crude  Death  Rate  r C.F.  Adjusted 

Blaydon  Urban  District  10-65  12-57 

Durham  County  1090  13-30 

England  and  Wales  11-30  — 

The  commonest  causes  of  death  during  1964  were  ; 

1.  Coronary  Diseases  ; 73 

2.  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  51 

3.  Malignant  Neoplasms  at  Defined  Sites  45 

4.  Other  Heart  Diseases  38  (+4) 

5.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  29 

6.  Respiratory  Disease  29 

7.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  19  ( + 1) 


Infant  Aiortaiity  (deaths  under  1 year) 

Male  Female  Total 

Number  3 2 5 

Infant  Mortality  Rates  (total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Blaydon  Urban  District  8'53 

Durham  County  22'90 

England  and  Wales  20-00 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  8-93 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total 

live  births) 8-53 

Early  Nco-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 

total  live  births) 6-82 

Perinatal  Mortality  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  23-49 


Causes  of  Infant  Deaths  : 

Hydrocephalus  and  Spina  Bifida  1 

Asphyxia  Livida  1 

Multiple  Congenital  Abnormalities  1 

Cerebral  Anoxic  Damage  1 

Pneumothorax  1 


Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  0-00 


The  natural  population  increase  for  the  year,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
was  256. 


9 


THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

DURING  1964 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

.... 

4 

1 

5 

2. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 



— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infection 



— 



7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  .... 

— 





10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach 

12 

o 

0 

15 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung  and  Bronchus 

18 

3 

21 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast 



— 

5 

5 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Uterus 

— 

4 

4 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

17 

2 

19 

15. 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  .... 

28 

23 

51 

18. 

Coronary  Disease.  Angina  .... 

39 

34 

73 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  .... 

1 

0 

4 

20. 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

22 

16 

38 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

9 

5 

14 

22. 

Influer.za 

— 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

• . . . 

3 

4 

7 

24. 

Bronchitis 

14 

1 

15 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

5 

2 

7 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

2 

5 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

.... 

- 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenita]  Malformations 

2 

1 

3 

32. 

Other  Dehned  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  .... 

9 

20 

29 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

— 

1 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents 

1 

0 

4 

35. 

Suicide 

3 

— 

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  .... 

■ 

Totals  . . .. 

194 

136 

330 
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Graph  comparing  Crude  Birth  Rates  of  BLAYDON  URBAN  DISI  RKH',  fJURHAM 
COUNTY  and  ENGLAND  and  WALES  since  1951 
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III.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  Provision. 

( 1 ) Hospital  Services. 

Hospital  facilities  for  the  District  are  provided  by  the  Newcastle  Regional 
Hospital  Board  through  the  North-West  Durham  and  Gateshead  Hospital  Management 
Committees. 

(a)  General. 

The  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  and  the  General  Hospital,  Newcastle,  and  the 
Bensham  General  and  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospitals,  Gateshead,  receive  the  majority 
of  medical  and  surgical  cases  from  the  District.  Some  cases  are  also  referred  to  and 
treated  at  the  Hexham  General  Hospital  when  convenient.  Hospital  in-patient  and 
out-patient  treatment  for  suitable  cases  is  also  obtainable  at  the  Dunston  Hill 
Hospital;  and  the  Whickham  and  District  War  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital  undertakes 
the  treatment  of  a limited  number  of  medical  and  surgical  cases.  Lee  Hill  Hospital, 
Lanchester,  has  a bed  capacity  of  300  and  caters  for  patients  who  are  cnronically  sick, 
orthopaedic  or  geriatric  in  category.  It  also  provides,  under  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  Part  HI  Accommodation  for  patients. 

(b)  Midwifery  and  Gynaecology. 

The  greater  majority  of  cases  of  this  nature  who  require  hospital  treatment  are 
sent  either  to  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle,  the  Bensham  General 
or  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospitals,  Gateshead,  or  the  Richard  Murray  Hospital, 
Shotley  Bridge. 

(c)  Infectious  Diseases. 

(i)  Tuberculosis. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  tuberculosis  cases  in  sanatoria 
throughout  the  counties  of  Durham  and  Northumberland.  Norman’s  Riding 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Winlaton,  is  used  as  a sanatorium  for  both  male 
and  female  patients.  There  is  a Chest  Clinic  attached  to  the  V-  hickham  and 
District  War  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital  where  a Chest  Physician  attends  and 
holds  regular  clinical  sessions.  Early  diagnosis,  and  admission  to  hospital  piothptly 
thereafter,  of  such  sufferers  has  now  been  achieved  resulting  in  a much  improved 
prospect  of  recovery  and  complete  cure. 

(ii)  Venereal  Diseases. 

Specialist  treatment  is  available  for  these  complaints  at  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Clinic,  the  General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  4,  where 
every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  secrecy  and  avoid  attendance  becoming  generally 
known.  General  practitioners  are  able  to  refer  their  patients  to  the  Clinic  tor 
necessary  investigation  and  treatment. 

fiii)  Other  Infectious  Diseases. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  isolation,  other  than  tuberculosis, 
venereal  diseases,  or  smallpox,  are  treated  either  at  the  Sheriff  Hill  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital,  Gateshead,  or  the  Walkergate  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 
Smallpox  cases,  should  they  occur  in  the  District,  would  be  admitted  to  Langley 
Park  Isolation  Hospital. 
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(d)  Mental  Health. 

The  Lee  Hill  Hospital,  Lanchester,  provides  44  beds  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  mentally  sick.  Acutely  mentally  ill  patients  are  normally  admitted  to  St.  Nicholas’ 
Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne.  Less  severe  cases  can  also  be  received  there  for  caie 
and  treatment. 


(e)  Convalescent  Home. 

The  establishment,  formerly  known  as  the  Castle  Hill  Convalescent  Home,  situate 
in  Ryton  Urban  District,  is  now  styled  the  Country  Branch  Annexe  of  the  Royal 
Victoria  Infirmary.  It  is  no  longer  strictly  a convalescent  home  and  does  not  accept 
patients  directly  but  only  for  pre  or  post  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  treatment.  There 
arc  95  beds,  50  for  women  patients  and  the  remainder  for  men. 

(2)  Laboratory  Services. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for  the  District  operates  from  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Pathological  Institute,  General  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  4. 
By  arrangement  with  the  Durham  County  Council,  all  specimens  for  bacteriological 
examination  are  sent  there  by  general  practitioners,  patients  and  Health  Departments 
of  Local  Authorities,  investigated  and  reported  upon  free  of  charge. 

(3)  Blood  Transfusion  Service. 

The  Regional  Blood  Transfusion  Service  has  its  Headquarters  in  the  General 
Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  4.  It  provides  all  necessary  service  for  this  District. 
It  has  a Donor  Panel  Department  which  organises  and  maintains  Blood  Donor  Panels 
m each  locality.  In  this  District,  during  1964,  sessions  were  held  as  under.  The  figures 
show  the  strength  of  the  panel  on  the  dates  listed,  also  the  number  of  donations  which 
were  received  on  those  dates. 


Name  of  Panel 
Blaydon 
Chopwell 

Rowlands  Gill 
Winlaton 


Sessions  Centre 

Trinity  Church  Hall, 

John  Street 
Co-operative  Hall 

Miners’  Welfare  Hall, 
Strathmore  Road 
Winlaton  & District  Social 
Club,  Hallgarth  Hall 


Further  sessions  will  be  arranged  in  the 

(4)  Mass  Miniature  Radiography. 


Date  of 

Strength 

Total 

Sessions 

of  Panel 

Attendance 

26th  June 

151 

75 

29th  May 

148 

99 

23rd  November 

141 

90 

31st  March 

156 

88 

29th  September 

131 

87 

28th  February 

159 

87 

14th  August 

165 

105 

District  during  1965. 


The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  which  serves  this  District  is  Unit  lA  which  is 
Newcastle  General  Hospital,  418  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
4.  A Mobile  Unit  visits  the  District  in  alternate  years  and  carries  out  an  extensive 
survey.  No  visit  was  made  in  1964. 


Local  Authority  Provision. 

(1)  Local  Health  Authority. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  for  the  Urban  District  is  the  Durham 
Council  which  is  responsible  for  the  following  Health  Services. 

(a)  Health  Centres 

(b)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

(c)  Midwifery 

(d)  Health  Visiting 

(e)  Home  Nursing 

(f)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

(g)  Ambulances 

(h)  Prevention  of  Illness;  Care  and  After-Care  of  sick  persons 

(i)  Home  Help  Service 

(j)  Mental  Health 


County 
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(a)  Health  Centres. 

There  are,  as  yet,  no  Health  Centres  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  in  operation 
in  the  District. 


(b)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Clinics,  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  in  school  children,  for  dental  and 
sunray  treatment,  and  for  maternity  and  child  welfare  services,  are  provided  by  the 
Education  and  Health  Departments  of  Durham  County  Council  at  various  Centres 
throughout  the  District  where  mothers  and  children  may  attend.  Welfare  foods  are 
also  distributed  at  these  Centres.  Centres  in  the  District  hold  sessions,  provide 
treatment  and  supply  welfare  foods,  as  under  : — 


Address  of  Centre  Sessions 


Blaydon 

A.xwell  Park  Clinic, 
Shibdon  Road 

Maternity  & Child 
Welfare  Clinic 

Dental  Clinic 

Distribution  of 
Welfare  Foods 

Tuesday  & Friday 
afternoons,  alternate 
Tuesday  mornings  & 
alternate  Thursday 
afternoons 

Mondays  & Fridays 
weekly 

Tuesdays  weekly  & 
Friday  afternoons 

Chopwell 

Trinity  Methodist 
Church  Hall 

Maternity  & Child 
Welfare  Clinic 
Distribution  of 
Welfare  Foods 

Alternate  Monday 
afternoons 

Monday  afternoons 

Rowlands  Gill 

Miner’s  Welfare 

Hall 

Maternity  & Child 
Welfare  Clinic 
Distribution  of 
Welfare  Foods 

Wednesday  afternoons 

Wednesday  afternoons 

High  Spen 

Co-operative  Hall 

Distribution  of 
Welfare  Foods 

Tuesday  afternoons 

Winlaton 

Maternity  & Child 
Welfare  Clinic 

Maternity  & Child 
Welfare  Clinic 

Distribution  of 
Welfare  Foods 

Tuesdays  weekly  & 
alternate  Thursday 
afternoons 

Tuesdays  weekh- 

W'inlaton  Mill 

Village  Hall 

Distribution  of 

Welfare  Foods 

.\lternate  Tuesday 
mornings  between 

11  a.m.  & 12  noon 

Assistant  Welfare  Medical  Officers  and  the  Dental  Officer  attend  certain  sessions 
at  Centres,  information  regarding  which  can  be  obtained  at  the  appropriate  Centre. 


On  the  stated  days,  the  Maternity  Child  Welfare  Clinic  and  the  Dental  Clinic 
are  open  from  9-30 — 12  noon  and  from  1-30 — 4 p.m.  and  each  Centre  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  Welfare  Foods  from  10 — 12  noon  and  2 — 4 p.m. 

(c)  Midwifery. 

An  expectant  mother  can  have  the  services  of  a doctor  who  undertakes  maternity 
work  as  part  of  the  General  Practitioner  Service  organised  by  the  Durham  Executive 
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Council.  Ante-natal  and  post-natal  care  arc  available  at  Local  Health  Authority 
Clinics.  A domiciliary  midwifery  service  is  also  provided.  The  names,  addresses — and 
telephone  numbers  as  available — of  the  District  Midwives  are  given  below. 


Ward 

Blaydoii 

V\  iiilatoii 

Rowlands  Gill  ) 

High  .Spen  ) 

piackhall  Mill  ) 

Ghopwell 


-Nanif 

M rs.  H.  Waggott 
•Mrs.  M.  D.  Scott 

.Mrs.  -M.  I.  Moan 
.Mi.ss  1\.  Pearson 


Address  Tel.  No. 

17  Oswin  Street,  Blaydon  'da.")  I 

lilaydon 

100  Hanover  Dri\e, 

Hanover  Estate,  Winlatnn 


11  Olga  Terrace, 

I ligi)  field 

38  Peartree  Terrace, 
Ghopwell 


Rowlands  Gill 
2502 

Ghopwell  223 


197  births  in  the  District  were  notified  by  m.idwifes  during  the  year. 


(d)  Health  Visiting. 


licalth  Visitors  attend  persons  in  their  homes  to  give  advice  to  aged  or  ill 
persons,  and  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  on  the  care  of  young  children;  also  to 
stress  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  The  names,  addresses 
—and  telephone  numbers  as  available— of  the  District  Health  Visitors  and  the  number 
and  types  of  domiciliary  visits  carried  out  in  the  District  arc  given  below. 


Ward 

High  Spen  & 
R.owlands  Gill 
Blaydon 

Ghopwell  & 
Blackball  Mill 
Winlaton  Impart  of) 

Winlaton  (part  of) 


Name 

Miss  G.  .A.  Bryant 
Miss  G.  Gato 
Mrs.  E.  Robinson 
.Miss  J.  Sanderson 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Ga\  anagh 


Address  'Pel.  No. 

22  Gowen  Terrace, 

Rowlands  Gill 
29  Trajan  Walk,  Heddon-on- 
the-Wall,  Northumberland 
Swiss  Gottage,  Hamsterley 
Mill  Estate,  Rowlands  Gill 
3 The  Grescent,  Bridgehill, 

Blackhill,  Gonsett 

2 Woodlands  Road,  Shotley  Bridge 

Shotley  Bridge  3158 


Domiciliary'  Visits  : 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Tuberculosis  

Mentally  Sub-normal  

Schools  

General  Health  

Aged  People  


8,425 

307 

270 

685 

170 

1,033 


TOTAL  — 10,890 


(e)  Home  Nursing. 

T Service  is  provided  in  the  District  as  the  responsibility  of  the 

Authority  Any  revests  for  the  services  of  a Home  Nurse  shLld  be 
n ^ Superintendent  of  Home  Nursing  at  County  Hall,  Durham  (Tel  No 


Ward 

Blaydon 

Ghopwell 
High  Spen 


Name 

Mrs.  D.  F.  Taylor 

Miss  G.  Hearne 
Mrs.  E.  Angus 


Address 

3,  Seymour  Terrace, 
Barmoor,  Ryton 
2 Trent  Street,  Ghopwell 
13  Barkwood  Road 
Rowlands  Gill 


Tel.  No. 


Ryton  2485 
Ghopwell  22 1 
Rowland.s  Gill 
2629 
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Rowland*  Gill 


Miss  E.  Graham  1,  'riiornlcy  Lane, 

Lockhaugh,  Rowlands  Gill 
Mrs.  L.  I.  Auckland  6 Naylor  Avenue, 

Winlaton  Mill 


Rowlands  Gill 
2659 

Blaydon  3293 


Winlaton 


15,838  visits  were  made  by  the  District  Nurses  during  the  year. 

(f)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  may  be  obtained 
free  of  charge  on  application  to  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres;  or  from  any 
General  Medical  Practitioner  in  the  National  Health  Service. 

Immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  is  available  for  unprotected  persons  under 
forty  years  of  age  and  not  less  than  six  months  old  on  the  date  of  application,  for  all 
expectant  mothers,  and  for  certain  other  specified  persons,  free  of  charge,  on  application 
to  General  Medical  Practitioners,  at  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  to  the 
County  Health  Department  in  Durham  or  to  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 
for  the  Area.  Sessions  are  also  arranged  at  clinics  in  the  District  where  eligible  persons 
may  receive  such  protection.  Protection  is  now  preponderantly  by  oral  vaccine  although 
immunisation  is  still  available  by  injection. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  may  be  obtained  free  of  charge  on  application  to  any 
General  iVIedical  Practitioner  who  has  agreed  to  give  service  within  the  National 
Health  Service  General  Practitioner  Service;  and,  for  children,  also  at  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  may  be  carried  out,  in  appropriate 
circumstances,  by  the  Chest  Physician  at  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Whickham.  A scheme 
for  the  vaccination  with  B.C.G.  of  all  non-immune  school  children  over  11  years  is 
carried  out  yearly  by  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  Area. 

Statistics  of  immunisations  and  vaccinations  carried  out  in  the  District  are  given 
in  Part  IV  of  this  Report. 

(g)  Ambulance  Service, 

The  Durham  County  Council  Health  Department  controls  and  provides  the 
ambulance  facilities  for  the  Administrative  County. 

All  requests  for  an  ambulance  should  be  made  to  the  Message  Receiving  Centre 
at  the  Ambulance  Headquarters  Control,  Framwellpte  Moor,  Durham  (Tel.  No. 
Durham  3426)  which  is  responsible  for  such  service  to  the  Blaydon,  Ryton  and 
Whickham  Urban  Districts.  The  Centre  is  open  for  message  reception  for  24  hours 
a day. 

A General  Service  Sub-Depot  at  Winlaton  deals,  on  instruction  from  Durham, 
with  routine  work  of  the  service  from  8-0  a.m.  to  8-0  p.m.  Monday  to  Friday,  and 
from  8-0  a.m.  to  4-0  p.m.  on  Saturdays. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  in  respect  of  No.  1 Health  Area  (Blaydon,  Ryton 
and  Whickham  Urban  Districts)  arc  given  below. 


Sitting  Cases  Journeys  Miles 

19,573  3,765  112,659 


Stretcher  Cases 


1,503 


(h)  Prevention  of  Illness;  Care  and  After-care  of  Sick  Persons. 

Nursing  equipment,  for  sick  persons,  is  provided  on  request  through  General 
Medical  Practitioners,  District  Nurses  and  Hospital  Almoners.  Invalid  chairs  are  also 
available  and  extra  nourishmqnt  or  bedding  can  be  supplied  to  patients  .suficring  from 
tuberculosis.  A' charge  is  nornlally  made  for  this  Service  but,  in  certain  circumst.anccs, 
the  charge  may  be  reduced  or  waived  altogether. 
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1 he  under-listed  items  of  equipment  can  be  so  supplied  and  equipment  was 
received  by  104  residents  in  the  District  during  1964. 


Adult  Cots 

Air-rings 

Bed-Cages 

Bed  Packs 

Bedpans 

Bedrests 

Bedsteads  (Iron) 


Chairs  (Push) 

Chairs  (Junior  Push) 
Chairs  (Rim-Driven) 
Commodes 
Dunlopillo  Cushions 
Eneuresis  Sets 


Fracture  Boards 
Junior  Spinal  Carriages 
Lifting  Poles 
Legrests 

Mattresses  (Sorbo) 
Rubber  Sheeting 
Urinals 


Limited  accommodation  is  available  in  convalescent  homes  provided  by  voluntary 
agencies  and  by  the  County  Council;  and  information  regarding  this  can  be  obtained 
from  the  County  Health  Department.  Domiciliary  visits  are  made  to  patients  at  home 
by  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses. 


(i)  Home  Help  Services. 

Domestic  help  is  provided  for  households  where  such  help  is  needed  because  of 
the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill,  an  e.xpectant  mother,  lying-in,  mentally  ill, 
aged  or  a child  not  over  school  age.  Requests  for  the  services  of  a Home  Help  can 
be  made  to  the  Assistant  Organiser  for  the  Area,  Mrs.  Lawther,  62,  Barkwood  Road, 
Rowlands  Gill,  who  was  appointed  Assistant  Organiser  of  Home  Helps  on  the  10th 
August,  1964.  Anyone  wishing  to  contact  her  can  do  so  at  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre,  Axv/ell  Park,  Blaydon,  every  Friday  morning  between  9 and  11  a.m. 
(Tel.  No.  Blaydon  3291);  or  at  her  home  (Tel.  No.  Rowlands  Gill  2306). 

Miss  Rowlands,  who  was  appointed  Assistant  Home  Help  Organiser  on  the  16th 
Decernber,  1963,  left  on  the  14th  August,  1964,  to  take  up  an  appointment  as  Matron 
of  Easington  Hostel.  I would  record  my  appreciation  of  her  services  during  this  period. 

Details  of  work  undertaken  by  the  Home  Help  Service  in  No.  1 Health  Area 


during  the  year  are  given  below. 

Number  of  cases  at  1-1-64  411 

New  cases  served  during  the  year  198 

Total  number  of  cases  served  during  the  year  609 

Cases  terminated  during  the  year  170 

Number  of  Home  Helps  employed  at  31-12-64  439 

Visits  made  by  Assistant  Organiser  during  year  3,172 


(j)  Mental  Health. 

Under  the  Mental  Health  Act,  the  Local  Health  Authority  is  responsible  toi 
domiciliary  supervision,  care  and  after  care,  of  the  mentally  sick  and  the  educationally 
sub-normal. 

An  Adult  Residential  Training  Centre  for  the  Educationally  Subnormal  of  the 
County  has  been  opened  at  Lanchester.  Residents  live-in  from  Monday  to  Friday 
of  each  week,  returning  home  at  the  week-end. 

For  non-adults,  a similar  but  non-rcsidential  Junior  Training  Centre  is  established 
at  Consett.  There  is  also  a Day  Centre  at  Gateshead  for  the  Educationally  Subnormal 
which  can  be  anended  by  residents  from  Whickham,  Dunston  and  Swalwell.  There 
arc  two  such  Centres,  the  Junior  Training  Centre  for  boys  and  girls  under  sixteen 
years,  and  the  Senior  Training  Centre  for  older  boys. 
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Statistics  of  the  number  of  residents,  in  various  categories  of  patients  being 
supervised  or  cared  for  by  County  Council  staff,  are  given  below. 


Referred  under  Section  Formal  and  Informal 


Mentally 

Under 

super- 

vision 

In 

Hospital 

57  of  the  Education  Act, 
1944  (unsuitable  for 
education  at  school) 

Admissions  arranged 
by  Mental  Welfare 
Officers 

Total 

Subnormal 

72 

50 

1 

— 

123 

Mentally  111 

— 

— 

- 

68 

68 

Total 

72 

50 

1 

68 

191 

(k)  Central  and  Local  Co-ordinating  Committees. 

Following  the  holding  of  two  Central  Co-ordinating  Committee  meetings,  the 
first  of  which  was  held  on  13th  September,  1962,  at  the  third  Meeting  it  was  resolved 
to  form  Local  Co-ordinating  Committees  in  each  County  Health  Area  and  to  invite 
the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  to  become  Chairmen  of  such  Local  Committees, 
the  function  of  the  Central  Committee  being  essentially  that  of  an  advisory  committee 
to  Local  Committees  and  a point  of  collection  of  information  from  and  redistribution 
to,  Local  Co-ordinating  Committees  throughout  the  County.  The  main  functions  of  a 
Local  Co-ordinating  Committee  were  to  be  to  establish  liaison  amongst  the  large 
voluntary  organisations  operating  in  each  Area  and  to  try,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
correlate  the  work  undertaken  by  each. 

The  first  Local  Co-ordinating  Committee  Meeting  for  No.  1 Health  Area  was 
held  on  the  24th  September,  1963;  and  three  subsequent  meetings  have  been  held 
under  the  chairmanship  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  for  the  Area.  Such  meetings  of  Local  Co-ordinating  Committees  arc 
held  usually  three  of  four  times  per  year,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  is  ex- 
officio  a member  of  the  Central  Co-ordinating  Committee.  Minutes  of  each  Meeting 
of  the  Local  Committee  are  sent  for  information  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Central 
Committee. 

(l)  Health  Education. 

No  special  development  in  this  direction  has  yet  taken  place  but,  as  in  previous 
years,  Ministry  and  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  posters  and  pamphlets  have 
been  distributed  widely  to  appropriate  organisations  for  display  on  the  premises  and 
distribution  to  staff'.  This  has  particularly  applied  to  food  hygiene  and  anti-smoking 
publications.  It  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  arrange  a visit  to  the  Area  of  the  Mobile 
Team  of  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  although  preliminary  approaches 
were  made  to  the  Central  Council  with  the  approval  of  all  three  District  Councils 
in  No.  1 Health  Area.  ''X'’ith  the  appointment  of  the  County  Health  Education  Officer, 
it  is  hoped  that  this  Service  can  be  more  fully  developed. 

(m)  Chiropody  Service. 

A Chiropody  Service  on  a fee  paying  basis,  run  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Service,  was  started  in  the  District  in  1958  and  has  gradually  been  expanded  until, 
at  the  end  of  1964,  clinics  were  actively  functioning  under  trained  Chiropodists  at 
Blaydon,  Chopwcll  and  High  Spen.  It  is  expected,  with  financial  assistance  from  the 
Durham  County  Council,  that  most  of  these  clinics  during  the  coming  year  will 
operate  free  of  charge  to  the  patients,  and  that  further  clinics  will  be  opened  to  cater 
for  residents  at  Rowlands  Gill  and  Winlaton. 

(2)  Local  Sanitary  Authority. 

The  Local  Sanitary  Authority  for  the  Urban  District  is  the  District  Council, 
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and  the  work  carried  out  by  the  District  Health  Department  is  discussed  in  detail 
later  in  the  Report. 

(a)  Meals  on  Wheels. 

A Meals  on  Wheels  Service,  sponsored  by  this  Council  and  with  financial  assis- 
tance jointly  from  the  District  and  County  Councils,  and  run  by  the  Blaydon  Branch 
of  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service,  with  supplies  of  meals  by  North  British  Plastics 
Ltd.,  commenced  on  the  24th  August,  1964,  and  caters  for  12  recipients  twice  per 
week. 

Although  it  is  the  intention  to  expand  this  service  to  include  many  more  recipients, 
lack  of  transport  facilities  and  shortage  of  availability  of  Women’s  Voluntary  Service 
personnel  had,  up  to  the  end  of  1964,  prevented  further  expansion.  Nevertheless, 
I would  express  my  appreciation  of  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  Centre  Organiser  of 
the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  for  the  District  in  trying  to  surmount  the  difficulties 
encountered;  and  also  to  North  British  Plastics  Ltd.  for  the  supply  of  the  necessary 
meals. 


Executive  Council  Provision. 

The  Durham  Executive  Council  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  the  General 
Medical  and  Dental,  the  Pharmaceutical  and  the  Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Services 
for  the  District.  Medical  practices  in  the  District  are  largely  partnerships  of  two 
or  more  doctors. 

CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG  PERSONS  ACT,  1963. 

Family  Case  Conference. 

On  the  1st  October,  1963,  Section  1 of  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act, 
extending  the  power  and  duty  of  Local  Health  Authorities  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  children,  was  brought  into  operation  by  che  Secretary  of  State.  As  a sequel  to  this, 
the  Co-ordinating  Committees  dealing  with  children  neglected  in  their  homes  were 
re-named  Family  Case  Conferences  and,  in  this  County,  the  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  for  each  Area  was  designated  Chairman  of  such  Conferences.  Throughout  1964, 
three  meetings  were  held  in  connection  with  this  Area,  alternately  at  Chester-le-Strect 
and  Blaydon,  and  Dr.  Siddle,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  No.  4 Area, 
presided  as  Chairman,  it  having  been  agreed  that  such  meetings  should  cover,  at  the 
outset,  both  No.  1 and  No.  4 Areas,  and  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  each 
Area  should  be  Chairman  throughout  alternate  years. 

The  statistics  of  the  work  undertaken  throughout  1964  are  given  below. 

Number  of  families  Number  of  fam-  Number  of  families  Number  of  families 
taken  over  from  ilies  added  to  on  which  discussion  remaininfir  for 

previous  meetings  agenda  closed  discussion 

6 15  2 

EDUCATION  ACT,  1944. 

Local  Authority  Provision. 

The  Durham  County  Council  is  the  Local  Education  Authority  for  the  Urban 
Distria. 

School  Health  Services. 

The  School  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council.  They  are  in  the 
chaise  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  who,  as  Principal  School  Medical  Officer 
carries  out  the  requirements  of  the  Act  through  his  Deputy  and  staff.  The  servkes 
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provide  for  systematic  medical  inspection,  by  routine  attendances  at  schools  of  a School 
Medical  Officer,  and  for  the  medical  and  dental  treatment  of  school  children.  Special 
School  Clinics  have  been  built — often  a Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  functions 
in  the  same  building — where  a School  Medical  Officer  attends  on  a sessional  basis. 

When  a child  is  found  at  medical  examination  to  require  specialist  examination, 
arrangements  are  made,  with  the  agreement  of  the  parents  and  the  family  doctor,  for 
the  child  to  attend  the  appropriate  hospital  or  clinic.  Facilities  are  provided  at  school 
clinics  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments,  defective  vision,  dental  and  speech  defects. 
Special  schools  are  provided  for  handicapped  children  who  are  educationally  subnormal 
or  delicate.  When  necessary,  arrangements  are  made  for  other  handicapped  children 
to  be  placed  in  special  schools  maintained  by  other  Authorities. 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1924-1957. 

Aged  Persons  Accommodation. 

The  Council  have  continued,  during  the  year,  their  policy  of  providing  dwellings 
especially  suited  to  the  needs  of  aged  persons. 

The  number  of  such  dwellings,  which  have  been  erected  since  1936,  is  as  follows  ■- 


Winlaton  205 

Rowlands  Gill  96 

Chopwell  67 


Total  — 368 


Four  estates  of  aged  persons  bungalows,  comprising  at  Chopwell  41  dwellings, 
at  Rowlands  Gill,  30  dwellings,  and  at  Winlaton,  28  and  43  dwellings,  are  each  now 
provided  with  common  room,  guest  room  and  bell  system  connecting  each  dwelling 
with  a full  time  Warden’s  residence. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951. 

Section  21 — Provision  of  Residential  Accommodation. 

Hostel  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  County  in  No.  1 Health  Area  at  ; — 

Winton  House,  Parkhead  Estate,  Winlaton.  Tel.  No.  Blaydon  2900 
“The  Hermitage”,  Front  Street,  Whickham.  Tel.  No.  Whickham  887372 

Work  has  continued  throughout  the  year  in  connection  with  the  County  Council 
hostel  at  Fern  Dene  Park,  Ryton,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  hostel  will  open  for  the 
reception  of  residents  in  the  middle  of  1965.  The  hostel  will  provide  45  beds  together 
with  dining  room,  lounge,  quiet  room,  visitors’  room,  utility  rooms  and  laundry, 
together  with  residential  accommodation  for  the  matron  and  assistant  matron. 

Residents  of  the  District  requiring  such  type  of  accommodation  can  also  be 
admitted  to  any  of  the  County  Hostels  throughout  Durham  County.  Information 
regarding  these  can  be  obtained  from  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  43  residents  of  the  District,  28  males  and  15  females, 
were  accommodated  in  residential  Part  HI  Accommodation. 


Section  47 — Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and 
.Attention. 

.Although  the  Council  arc  authorised  under  these  Acts,  in  certain  cases,  to  apply 
for  compulsory  p>oWcrs  to  remove  persons  in  need- of  care  and  attention,  in  most  cases 


people  arc  anxious  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  and  it  has  not  been  found  necessary 
during  this  year  to  take  such  action.  Whilst  there  is  increasing  evidence  of  persons 
who  are  aged,  infirm,  living  alone  and  in  need  of  some  degree  of  assistance,  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  Home  Help  Service  and  the  Welfare  Department  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority  and  of  the  National  Assistance  Board,  it  has  been  possible  to  effect 
improvement  in  the  welfare  of  these  persons  in  their  homes  or  by  admission  to  Part 
HI  Accommodation  on  a voluntary  basis.  As  a result,  no  recourse  to  compulsory  powers 
has  been  needed. 

Section  50 — Burial  and  Cremation  of  the  Dead. 

Under  the  above  Section,  Local  Authorities  are  required  to  arrange  for  the  burial 
or  cremation  of  the  dead  where  no  suitable  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body 
are  otherwise  available. 

No  instance  arose  in  1964  where  it  was  necessary  to  use  the  powers  provided. 
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IV. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


PREVALENCE. 


The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  was  129 
compared  with  437  for  1963.  Details  are  as  follows  : — 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  Admitted 
to  I.D. 
Hospitals 

Cases  Confirmed 
b>'  Laboratory 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

Whooping  Clough 

1 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

73 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — Paralytic 



— 

— 

Non-Paralytic 

.\cute  Encephalitis 

.... 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

16 

— 

16 

Typhoid  Feyer 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Feyers 

0 

— 

— 

Food  Poisonine 

10 

— 

10 

Tuhcrcidosis- -Respiratory 

8 

— 

— 

Meninges  and  C.N.S. 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Forms 

O 

— 

Totals 

1 

129 

— 
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TABLE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1964 
SHOWING  AGE  GROUP  DISTRIBUTION 


Disease 

Under  1 year 

1 year 

2 years 

3 years 

4 years 

5-9  years 

10-14  years 

15-24  years 

25-34  years 

35-44  years 

45-64  years 

65  years  and  over 

Unknown 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 — 

1 — 

1 1 

1 

2 

1 9 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 — 

1 

1 — 

1 

1 — 

1 

1 

1 14 

Whooping  Cough 

1 — 

1 1 

j 

1 

1 — 

1 

1 

1 - 
1 

1 

1 - 
1 

1 

1 — 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

Measles 

1 o 

1 ^ 

1 8 

1 11 

15 

12 

1 24 

1 

1 - 
1 

1 

1 - 

1 

1 

1 — 

1 

1 

1 - 
1 

1 73 

Acute  Pneumonia 

1 — 

1 — 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 — 

1 

1 

1 — 

1 

1 

1 2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 2 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 — 

! 

1 - 
1 

1 

i 

1 1 

1 

1 - 
1 

1 

1 - 
1 

1 

1 1 

1 

Dysentery 

1 1 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 1 

1 9 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 — 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 16 

1 

Para-Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 — 

1 

1 

1 — 

I 

1 1 

1 

1 - 
1 

1 

1 — 

1 

1 2 

1 

Food  Poisoning  .... 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

I 3 

1 

1 — 

1 — 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 4 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 10 

} 

Tuherrnlosis 

1 

j — 

1 

1 

1 2 

1 

1 

1 2 

1 

1 

i o 

1 

1 

1 2 

1 

1 

1 

1 10 

1 

Totals  

1 4 

! 8 

i 13 

1 16 

i 

1 18 

1 

1 43 

1 2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

! 

1 

1 5 

1 

r» 

O 

1 9 

i 

1 5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

il29 

1 

TABLE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1964, 

AS  COMPARED  WITH  1963 


Disease 

1 

1 

1 

No. 

of  Cases 

1 

1 

1963 

1 

1 

1964 

1 

i 

M. 

1 

1 

F. 

1 

1 

M. 

F. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

4 

10 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

o 

J 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Measles 

j 

187 

1 

1 

1 

196 

1 

1 

1 

35 

38 

Acute  Pneumonia 

I 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Erysipelas 

I 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

14 

1 

1 

1 

17 

1 

1 

1 

9 

7 

Para-typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

7 

3 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

! 

1 

1 

5 

5 

Totals 

1 

209 

1 

1 

1 

228 

1 

1 

1 

61 

68 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

14  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified. 

The  policy  of  home  treatment  of  this  disease  has  continued  where  satisfactory 
isolation  arrangements  were  possible.  When  hospital  isolation  is  considered  necessary, 
admission  to  Sheriff  Hill  Hospital  is  arranged. 

Diphtheria. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  have  been  notified  since  1954. 

Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  have  been  notified  since  1959. 

Smallpox. 

No  cases  of  smallpox  have  been  notified  since  1930. 

Erysipelas. 

1 case  of  erysipelas  was  notified,  the  most  recent  previous  case  being  in  1960. 
Dysentery. 

16  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified. 

Typhoid  Fever, 

No  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  been  notified  since  1952. 

Para-typhoid  Fever. 

2 cases  of  para-typhoid  fever  were  notified,  the  last  previous  occasion  that  this 
disease  occurred  in  the  area  being  1955.  Both  cases  occurred  in  one  family  and  there 
was  no  spread  of  infection. 

Food  Poisoning. 

10  cases  were  notified. 

Tuberculosis. 

10  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  8 cases  of  respiratory  and  2 of  non- 
respiratory.  5 deaths  from  the  disease  were  reported.  Details  of  the  incidence  and  the 
numbers  of  persons  registered  are  given  below  : — 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  with  regard  to  the  employment  in  dairies  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis;  nor  was  action  necessary  under  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 


Table  A — Case  incidence  and  mortality  notified  during  1964. 


M 

Respiratory 

F.  Total 

Non-Respiratory 

M.  F.  Total 

M. 

Totals 

F. 

Tota 

*On  Register  at  1-1-64 

69 

56 

125 

12 

10 

22 

81 

66 

147 

New  Cases 

5 

o 

J 

8 

— 

2 

2 

5 

5 

10 

Cases  removed  into  District 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 



— 

2 

2 

Total 

74 

el 

135 

12 

12 

24 

86 

73 

159 

Recovered 

6 

2 

8 

0 

r» 

v> 

5 

8 

5 

1 3 

Removed  from  District 

3 

4 

7 

1 

1 

2 

4 

5 

9 

Died 

4 

1 

5 





4 

1 

5 

On  Register  at  31-12-64 

61 

54 

115 

9 

8 

17 

70 

62 

132 

^Figures  as  revised  since  additional  clerical  staff 

became 

available. 
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Table  B — Age  group  distribution  of  new  cases  notified  (including  inward 
transfers)  : — 


.Age  Period.' 

New 

Cases 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiraiory 

M. 

F. 

1 

M.  1 F. 

Under  1 year 

1 

1 — 



1—  4 

i 

1 

1 

5—14  

i — 

1 — 

1 

15—24  

1 1 

1 1 

1 

25—34  

1 - 

1 1(1) 

— 1 1 • 

35—44  

1 - 

1 -d) 

— 1 I 

45—54  

1 1 

1 1 

1 

55—64  

1 1 

1 

65  and  over  .... 

1 2 

1 — 

1 

Age  not  known 

1 — 

1 

1 

Totals 

1 

1 3 

1 

1 3(2) 

1 

— 1 2 

1 

( ) shows  number  of  inward  transfers 

CONTROL. 

Below  are  given  statistics  and  information  of  the  measures  which  have  been 
ii  taken  for  the  protection  of  residents  in  the  District  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough,  Tetanus,  Poliomyelitis,  Smallpox  and  Tuberculosis. 


1 

I 

1 

I 


i 

i 


Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus. 

Protection  against  these  three  infections  can  be  given  separately  or  jointly,  and 
details  of  the  work  undertaken  by  General  Medical  Practitioners  in  these  respects  are 
given  below. 


Diphtheria. 


1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Primary  

29 

207 

149 

172 

194 

Boosters  

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

31 

209 

149 

172 

194 

Whooping  Cough. 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Primary  

26 

201 

150 

172 

194 

Boosters  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

27 

202 

150 

172 

194 

Tetanus. 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Primary  

28 

192 

140 

172 

194 

Boosters  

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

29 

194 

140 

172 

194 
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Poliomyelitis. 

Area  Statistics. 

By  the  31st  December,  1964,  26,382  persons  had  received  primary  poliomyelitis 
immunisation  in  the  Area,  comprising  the  Urban  Districts  of  Blaydon,  Ryton  and 
Whickham.  Of  these,  19,334  had  received  booster  doses  in  addition. 

District  Statistics. 

The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  <md  boosters  given  during  the  year  1964 
are  as  shown  below. 

Salk  (Injections). 

19  primary  courses  of  Salk  injections  were  given  and,  in  addition,  14  third 
injections  and  1 fourth  injection. 

Sabin  (Oral). 


590  primary  courses  and  154  booster  doses  of  oral  vaccine  were  given. 


Smallpox. 

Under  1 year  1 year  2- 

Primary  Vaccination 

4 years  5-14  years 

15 

years  or  over 

Total 

22  179 

15  8 

9 

233 

Under  1 year  1 year  2- 

Re-vaccinations 

4 years  5-14  years 

15 

years  or  over 

Total 

— — 

2 5 

9 

16 

Tuberculosis. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

No. 

No.  Heaf  Non- 

'Total  in 

Vaccinated 

Positive 

Consents 

.^ge  GroLiD 

Blaydon  East  Modern  .... 

54 

4 

3 

75 

Blaydon  Grammar  

37 

10 

3 

61 

Blaydon  Roman  Catholic 

31 

1 

11 

51 

Chopwell  Modern  

29 

4 

3 

41 

Highfield  Roman  Catholic 

3 

— 

3 

Hookergate  Grammar  .... 

71 

10 

2 

89 

Rowlands  Gill  Modern  .... 

59 

7 

1 

70 

Stella  Roman  Catholic  .... 

9 

- 

9 

Winlaton  Modem  

49 

2 

5 

59 

Total  — 342 

38 

28 

458 

28 


V. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


1.  Water  Supply. 

All  the  houses  in  the  District  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  Water  Under- 
takings’ mains.  Part  of  the  township  of  Blaydon  is  supplied  by  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Water  Company.  The  remainder  of  the  District  is  supplied  by  Durham 
County  Water  Board.  The  supplies  were  continuous  and  plentiful. 

Following  receipt  of  complaints  regarding  the  physical  quality  of  water  in  the 
Winlaton  Ward,  several  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  one 
sample  for  chemical  analysis.  Whereas  the  results  indicate  that  the  water  was  of 
satisfactory  bacteriological  quality,  the  considerable  amount  of  sediment,  sometimes 
present  in  the  supply  apparently  in  the  form  of  vegetable  matter,  is  very  disconcerting 
to  householders;  however,  the  comments  of  the  Public  Analyst  on  the  sample  taken 
for  chemical  analysis  were  as  follows  : — 

“This  sample  of  water  is  of  satisfactory  organic  purity  and  is  free  from  deposit, 
odour  or  taste.  The  colour  of  the  water  is  somewhat  high  but  this  is  not  detrimental 
to  health.  The  sample  contains  a trace  of  residual  chlorine  and  I am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  water  is  pure  and  wholesome  and  that  it  is  suitable  for  a public  supply.” 

Co-operation  between  the  Water  Board  engineers  and  the  Health  Department  staff 
continued  and  routine  flushings  of  the  mains  in  the  affected  areas  were  carried  out. 

(a)  Durham  County  Water  Board. 

8,081  premises  in  this  District  arc  supplied  by  the  Board. 

Of  the  17  samples  taken  to  check  the  bacteriological  quality  of  the  water,  12 
were  clas.sed  as  excellent. 

Apart  from  the  usual  extensions  of  mains  required  by  housing  developments,  no 
major  works  were  carried  out  by  the  Board. 

\X'ork  on  the  new  Honey  Hill  Treatment  Works,  referred  to  in  last  year’s  Report, 
is  still  progressing  and  will,  when  completed,  supply  an  improved  quality  of  water  to 
this  and  adjacent  Districts. 

(b)  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company. 

2,443  premises  in  this  District  are  supplied  by  the  Company. 

A total  of  1,240  works  control  samples  from  the  Whittle  Dene  and  Throckley 
Waterworks  were  examined  in  the  Company’s  Laboratory  during  the  calendar  year 
ended  31st  Df'cembcr,  1964;  all  but  2 were  of  ‘excellent  quality’.  In  addition  to  the 
foregoing,  240  samples  of  water  from  the  Warkworth  Filter  Plant  were  examined, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  2,  all  were  of  excellent  quality. 

A further  1,185  linear  yards  of  4”  diameter  new  water  pipes  were  laid  in  con- 
nection with  industrial  and  housing  development  during  the  year. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  complaints  were  received  which  necessitated  the  institution  of  formal  action. 

3.  Closet  Accommodation. 

General  improvement  in  closet  accommodation  standards  in  older  houses  has 
continued  during  the  year  with  the  aid  of  Standard  Improvement  Grants. 
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88  houses  were  provided  with  inside  water  closets  and  2 ash-closets  were  converted 
into  water  closets  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  and  types  of  closet  accommodation 
in  the  District. 


Increase  or  Decrease  during  the  Year 


Water  Closets  12,717  +2  +88  +351  “152  +289  13,006 

Ash  Closets  45-2  — — “3  “5  40 


4.  Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse. 

The  Administration  and  supervision  of  this  service  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Health  Department.  The  removal  of  household,  shop  and  factory  refuse  is  carried  out 
by  direct  labour. 

In  the  interest  of  economy  and  efficiency  of  the  cleansing  service,  the  District 
is  divided  into  two  sub-districts,  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Blaydon  and  Winlaton  Wards  with  garage  and  depot  at  Hallgarth,  Winlaton. 

(b)  Rowlands  Gill,  High  Spen  and  Chopwell  Wards  with  garage  and  depot  at 
Chopwell. 

Houses,  occupied  by  miners  receiving  concessionary  coal,  predominate  in  the 
latter  wards  and  this  necessitates  a twice  weekly  emptying  of  a majority  of  the  dust 
bins;  dust  bins  and  ash  closets  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  District  are  emptied 
at  least  once  a week.  The  work  was  carried  out  regularly  and,  on  the  whole,  satisfac- 
torily throughout  the  year. 

Transport  facilities  were  further  improved  during  the  year  by  the  introduction 
into  the  service  of  a new  refuse  collection  vehicle  of  modem  design  fitted  with  com- 
pacting mechanism. 

Trade  refuse  from  factory,  office  and  shop  premises,  was  removed  on  request, 
for  which  reasonable  charges  were  made. 

By  exercising  control  of  waste  disposal  at  the  Blaydon  tip,  undeveloped  derelict 
land  is  being  reclaimed  rapidly  with  a view  to  providing  suitable  sites  which  could 
possibly  be  used  for  light  industrial  building  and  as  valuable  open  space  for  recreational 
purposes. 

During  the  year  the  merits  of  the  paper  sack  system  of  refuse  collection  were 
considered  by  the  Council  and  it  was  decided  to  extend  the  system  to  all  future  Council 
house  development.  The  scheme  also  is  being  advocated  to  private  estate  developers. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  some  300  sack-holders  had  been  installed. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  refuse  colleaion  staff  comprised  1 foreman,  4 charge- 
hand  loaders,  3 drivers,  17  loaders  and  3 refuse  tip  workmen. 
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5.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Council  are  represented  on  the  Tyneside  Sewage  Disposal  Working  Com- 
mittee, a body  comprising  representatives  from  all  riparian  authorities  both  north 
and  south  of  the  River  Tyne,  its  aims  and  objects  are  to  alleviate  pollution  of  the 
river  by  crude  sewage. 


The  Council  aims  at  100%  treatment  of  sewage  within  its  District  and  the 
following  table  gives  some  indication  of  the  proposed  schemes  which  have  been 
agreed  upon  to  date  : — 


.\rea  to  be  served 

Proposed  Works 

Estimated 

Cost 

Remarks 

High  Spen  and 

Rowlands  Gill  Wards 

Abandon  High  Spen  South  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  and  construct  grav- 
ity sewer  to  Lockhaugh  Disposal 
Works 

£13,000 

Scheme  with 
Minister. 

High  Spen  and 

Rowlands  Gill  Wards 

Reconsideration  of  extensions  to 
bring  efTluent  up  to  Royal  Goni- 
mission  standard  and  cater  for 
future  population  increase 

Amended 
scheme  being 
prepared 

Chopwell  Ward 

Recc)nstruction  of  Blackball  Mill 
Sewage  Disposal  W'orks 

Scheme 
under  con- 
sideration 
by  Gouncil 

6.  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  owners  of  three  large  industrial  premises  are  to  be  commended  on  their 
efforts  to  reduce  smoke  emmissions  from  their  furnaces  by  improvements  and 
modifications  to  their  plant.  This  work,  which  is  being  carried  out  at  considerable 
expense,  has  resulted  in  a marked  reduction  of  industrial  atmospheric  pollution  in  the 
area.  The  discontinuation  of  the  use  of  the  engine  sheds  at  Blaydon,  by  British  Rail- 
ways, has  also  contributed  in  no  small  measure  to  the  general  improvement  which 
has  taken  place. 

Plans,  for  prior  approval  to  chimney  heights  and  furnaces  were  duly  submitted 
and  approved  in  respect  of  one  new  school  and  one  factory. 

Proposed  Smoke  Control  Area  No.  3 was  re-surveyed  during  the  year  and 
details  of  amended  costs  and  quantities  of  smokeless  fuels  required  were  placed  before 
and  considered  by  the  Council.  It  was  decided,  after  due  consideration  that  in  view 
of  the  estimated  high  cost  of  fireplace  adaptations  in  respect  of  this  Area,  x.'hich 
amounted  to  some  £22,000,  the  Urban  District  Council’s  Association  be  asked  to  press 
for  amending  legislation  with  a view  to  increasing  the  rate  of  Exchequer  Grant 
payable  to  local  authorities  towards  the  cost  of  establishing  Smoke  Control  Areas.  The 
position  had  not  been  resolved. by  the  end  of  the  year  and  no  further  action  in  regard 
to  Smoke  Control  Areas  was  taken. 

The  Council  continues  to  play  its  part  towards  ensuring  Clean  Air  by  installing;, 
in  all  new  Council  houses,  openable  solid  fuel  appliances  suitable  for  burning  hard 
coke. 

7.  Noise  Abatement. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  any  formal  ^action’  under  the  Noue 
AbatcmeiJV  Act,  1960.  .• 


8.  Moveable  Dwellings  and  Caravan  Sites. 

There  arc  no  licensed  caravan  sites  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
Development  Act,  1960. 

Infonpal  action  was  necessary  in  one  case  where  the  occupier  contravened  the 
Act  by  siting  a residential  caravan  on  an  unlicensed  site. 

9.  Offensive  Trades. 

No  trades,  business  or  manufacturers,  defined  as  ‘offensive  trades’  under  Section 
107  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  are  established  in  the  District. 

10.  Shops  Act,  1950. 

Having  a population  of  over  20,000,  this  Council  exercises  powers  under  this  Act. 

Visits  were  made  to  shop  premises  from  time  to  time  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Act  and  it  was  found  that  the  provisions  relating  to  statutory  closing  hours  were 
generally  complied  with  by  the  occupiers. 

The  attention  of  a number  of  shop  proprietors  was  drawn  to  the  lack  of  facilities 
required,  in  connection  with  the  health  and  comfort  of  shop  workers,  to  conform  with 
the  Act.  These  requirements  were  complied  with  without  having  to  institute  any 
formal  action. 

11.  Hairdressers  and  Barbers. 

Routine  inspections  of  hairdressing  establishments,  of  which  there  are  20  ladies 
and  12  gentlemens’  in  the  District  continued  during  the  year.  Copies  of  the  bvelaws 
relating  to  hairdressers  and  barbers  were  handed  to  each  occupier;  and  inspectors 
particularly  stressed  the  need  of  cleanliness  of  premises,  equipment,  clothing  and 
of  effective  sterilisation  of  brushes,  combs  and  similar  instruments  used  in  the  trade. 

Written  notices  were  served  upon  the  occupiers  of  6 premises  drawing  attention 
to  contraventions  of  the  Byelaws.  These  had  been  complied  with  before  the  end  of 
the  year. 

The  adoption  by  the  Council,  of  the  Byelaws  as  to  Hairdressers  and  Barbers 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  has  undoubtedly  proved  worth  while  and  has 
peatly  assisted  the  Department  in  achieving  a much  improved  standard  of  hygiene 
in  respect  of  personnel,  equipment  and  premises. 

12.  Factories. 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  104. 

12  inspections  were  made  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health.  No  infringe- 
ments, which  required  statutory  action,  were  found. 

Certain  contraventions,  of  Section  7 of  the  Factories  Act,  1961,  relating  to 
sanitary  accommodation,  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  factory  ovmers  in  7 cases. 
In  5 of  them  satisfactory  remedial  measures  were  taken.  Further  appropriate  action 
will  be  taken  during  1965  in  respect  of  the  remaining  contraventions. 

13.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

(a)  Rodent  Control 

No.  of  premises  inspeaed  308 
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No.  of  premises  inspected  and  found  to  be  infested  with  : — 


(a)  Rats,  major  infestations  Nil 

minor  infestations  78 

(b)  Mice,  major  infestations  Nil 

minor  infestations  95 


Premises  Treated 


t 

1 Dwelling 

1 Houses 

1 . 1 
Hospitals  1 .Agricultural  1 

1 Holdings 

1 

1 

Business  | 
Premises  j 

Schools 

1 Refuse  Tips  & 

1 Sewage  Works 

Rats 

^ 

1 14 

1 

1 1 

1 

20  1 

i 

29  1 

4 

1 10 

Mice 

1 37 

1 

Nil  ! 

1 

12  ! 

1 

44  1 

1 

2 

1 Nil 

Totals 

1 

1 51 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

32  1 

1 

73  ! 

1 

6 

1 10 

Sewers  throughout  the  District  were  treated  twice  during  the  year  and  post 
baiting' checks  indicated  the  sewers  in  this  District  were  relatively  free  from  rat  infes- 
tations. 

Despite  the  vigilance  of  the  Council’s  part-time  rodent  operator,  rat  infestations 
of  the  River  Tyne  south  embankment  and  sewer  outfalls  tended  to  recur  within  a 
short  time  after  treatment. 

After  discussion  with  the  Ryton  Public  Health  Inspector,  in  whose  District  the 
same  problem  existed,  it  was  felt  that  better  and  more  permanent  results  could  be 
achieved  if  the  1^-  miles  stretch  of  river  embankment,  which  forms  the  northern 
boundaries  of  both  Districts,  were  treated  simultaneously. 

A survey  of  the  river  bank  from  Ryton  Willows  to  Derwent  Haugh  was  carried 
out  jointly  by  Ryton  and  Blaydon  rodent  operators  and  subsequent  treatments  proved 
fairly  successful. 

(b)  Insect  Control. 

During  the  year  the  most  frequent  insect  infestations  met  with  were  those  of 
cockroach,  furniture  beetle,  ant  and  clover  mite. 

All  reported  infestations  were  investigated;  insecticides  were  issued  and  advice 
given  on  their  proper  use.  Where  major  infestations  occurred  the  work  of  disinfestation 
was  carried  out  by  members  of  the  Health  Department. 


Infestations  dealt  with  during 

the  year  were  : — 

Insert 

1 

1 Dwelline-houses 

: 

Other  Premises 

Cockroach 

1 

1 58 

12 

Clover  Mite 

1 34 

— 

Furniture  Beetle 

1 22 

2 

Ants 

1 20 

— 

Wasps 

1 0 
i 

Totals 

1 

1 136 

14 
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14.  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 

Parts  of  this  Act,  which  is  designed  to  make  provision  for  securing  the  health, 
safety  and  welfare  of  persons  employed  to  work  in  office,  shop  and  railway  premises, 
came  into  operation  during  1964. 

Those  premises,  to  which  the  Act  applies  and  in  respect  of  which  the  Council 
IS  the  enforcing  authority,  were  visited  during  the  year  and  advice  given  to  employers 
as  to  their  responsibilities  and  obligations  under  the  Act. 

Appropriate  action  had  to  be  taken  against  a number  of  employers  who  con- 
travened Section  49  of  the  Act  by  failing  to  register  their  premises  before  the  31st 
July,  1964. 


REGISTRATION 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

Total  No.  of 
registered  premises 
at  end  of  year 

No.  of  registered  pre- 
mises receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices 

82 

82 

Nil 

Retail  Shops 

161 

161 

Nil 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

16 

16 

Nil 

catering  establishments 

open  to  public,  canteens 

3 

o 

J 

Nil 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ...  j 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals  ....  ....  ....  1 

1 

262 

262 

Nil 

Number  of  visits  to  all  kinds  of  registered  premises,  by  inspectors,  108. 


ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN 
REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Offices 

460 

Retail  Shops 

650 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

78 

Catering  establishments  open  to  public 

12 

Canteens 

Nil 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

Nil 

Total 

1200 

Total  Males 

529 

Total  Females 

671 
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15.  Cinemas. 

On  inspection,  the  standard  of  cleanliness  and  the  provision  of  sanitary  accom- 
modation at  the  three  cinemas  operating  in  the  District  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

16.  Disinfection  of  Houses. 

A supply  of  germicidal  fluid  and  disinfectant  powder  is  kept  in  store  for  use  by 
householders  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases.  If  and  when  found  necessary  fumigation 
by  the  public  health  inspectorate  is  carried  out. 

17.  Mortuaries. 

The  District  has  one  mortuary  situated  in  a building  in  the  yard  of  the  Council 
Offices.  Post-mortems,  if  required,  are  carried  out  in  Norman’s  Riding  Hospital  by 
arrangement  with  the  Hospital  Authorities. 

18.  Schools. 

Close  liaison,  between  the  Divisional  Education  Office  and  the  Health  Depart- 
ment on  matters  relating  to  infectious  disease,  sanitary  accommodation,  refuse  disposal, 
food  handling  and  pest  infestations  in  schools  throughout  the  District,  continued  to 
exist,  helping  considerably  to  maintain  satisfactory  hygienic  standards  at  these  premises. 

19.  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  District. 

20.  Licensed  Premises  and  Clubs. 

During  the  year,  the  31  public  houses  and  16  clubs  in  the  District  were  subjected 
to  routine  inspections  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

Generally  it  was  found  that  managers,  licensees  and  club  stewards  recognise  their 
responsibilities  and  obligations  under  the  Regulations  and,  where  minor  infringements 
were  found,  they  readily  co-operated  and  took  the  necessary  remedial  measures  at 
the  time  of  inspection.  However,  in  28  cases  the  nature  of  the  offences  warrented  the 
service  of  written  notices,  24  of  which  had  been  complied  with  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

21.  Recreation  Grounds. 

The  Open  Spaces  Committee  has  been  particularly  active  during  the  year 
resulting  in  considerable  progress  being  made  towards  the  provision  of  recreational 
facilities  throughout  the  District. 

In  Winlaton  and  Rowlands  Gill  Wards,  where  future  population  and  new  housing 
development  is  expected  to  be  concentrated,  preparations  for  parks,  grassed  areas  and 
playing  fields  are  being  made. 

Reclamation  of  derelict  land  north-east  of  Shibdon  Road,  allocated  on  the 
Blaydon  Town  Map  for  playing  fields  and  public  open  space,  has  progressed  steadily 
during  the  year. 

When  completed  these  most  welcome  projects  will  contribute  greatly  to  the 
Health  of  the  community. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Defects  and  Nuisances  Remedied 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations  : — | 

Inspection  of  Food  Premises  ....  ....  | 

„ re:  Unfit  Food  ....  ....  j 

„ of  Licensed  Premises  ....  | 

„ re:  Typhoid  Precautions  ....  I 

Public  Health  .'Kcts  : — I 

Water  Supply  ....  ....  ....  I 

Disrepair  ....  ....  ....  ....  I 

Refuse  Collection  ....  ....  ....  | 

Insect  Infestations  ....  ....  ....  | 

Defective  Drainage  ...  ....  ....  | 

Infectious  Diseases  ....  ....  ....  | 

Nuisances  ....  ...  ....  ....  j 

Foul  Conditions  ....  ....  ....  | 

Hairdressers  ....  ....  ....  | 

Housing  Acts  : — I 

House  inspection  ....  ....  ....  | 

Overcrowding  ..  . ....  ....  | 

I 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  I 

I 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act  ....  ....  I 

I 

Clean  .Air  Act  ....  ....  ....  ....  ) 

Noise  .Abatement  Act  ....  ...  i 

I 

National  .Assistance  .Act  ....  ....  ....  I 


1 No.  of 

No.  of  1 Informal 
spectionsi  Notices 

1 served 

1 

No.  of  1 Defects 
Statutory  | remedied 
Notices  1 after 

served  | Notice  .. 

1 

329 

57 

1 

1 

— 1 50 

55 



17 

28 

— 1 24 

300 

- 

1 

41 

41 

1 

1 39 

206 

163 

— 1 163 

1 15 

12 

— 1 12 

1 50 

— 

17 

15 

— 1 15 

235 

— 

38 

38 

— i 38 

6 

o 

0 

— 1 3 

10 

6 

— 1 6 

1 

525 

1 

1 

1 

— 1 1 

259 

— 

1 

135 

31 



1 

1 

17 
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Shops  Act  ....  ....  ...  ....  ....  I 

Factories  .Act  ....  ....  ....  ....  ' 

Caravan  Sites  & Control  of  Development  Act! 
Pet  .Animals  Act 


1 

12 

1 

0 


5 

1 

9 


2538 


374 


359 


Totals 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  Milk  and  Milk  Products. 

Dairy  Farms. 

The  supervision  of  milk  production  at  the  dairy  farms  in  the  District  is  undertaken 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Dairies. 

Four  dairies,  used  mainly  as  receiving  depots,  remained  registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959. 

Distributors  and  Retailers. 

Annual  licensing  in  respect  of  special  designations,  and  milk  sampling  is  con- 
trolled by  the  County  Council. 

Milk  Sampling. 

Samples,  of  various  designated  milks,  were  taken  by  the  Durham  County  Health 
Department  from  milk  distributors  and  schools  in  the  District. 


The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  such  tests  : — 


Class  of  Milk 

1 1 

1 No.  Taken  1 

1 1 

Appropriate  Test 

1 

1 No.  Passed 

1 

1 

1 No.  Failed 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested 

1 1 
....  1 3 1 

Methylene  Blue 

1 ^ 

1 

1 ! 

Animal  Inoculation 

1 ^ 

1 

i 

Tubercidin  Tested 

1 1 

Methylene  Blue 

i 14 

Pasteurised 

1 14  1 

1 I 

Phospl'.atase 

1 14 

1 

1 

Pasteurised 

....  1 15  ! 

Methylene  Blue 

1 15 

1 1 

Phosphatase 

1 15 

1 

1 

Sterilised 

....  1 9 ! 

1 1 

Turbidity 

1 9 

1 

Disease  from  Milk. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulation, 
1949. 


Ice  Cream. 

One  establishment  is  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  ice-cream.  The  apparatus  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the  product  is  of  modern 
design  which  enables  the  occupier  of  the  premises  to  comply  fully  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1959-63. 

In  recent  years,  noteworthy  progress  has  been  made  in  the  design  of  vehicles 
from  which  icc-cream  is  sold.  The  ill-equipped  horse-drawn  vehicles  and  hand-carts 
have  now  virtually  disappeared  and  are  being  replaced  by  vehicles  of  modern  design 
provided  with  efficient  artificial  lighting,  washing  facilities,  refrigeration  apparatus 
and  automatic  dispensing  units. 

It  is  pleasing -to  note  that  this  type  of  vehicle  is  being  increasingly  introduced  by 
the  ‘trade’  thus  ensuring  greatly  improved  methods  of  distribution  of  the  product. 
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2.  Meat  and  Meat  Products. 


Meat. 

One  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  District,  the  layout,  construction  and  equipment 
of  which  complied  with  the  Slaughterhouse  Regulations,  was  duly  licensed  under  the 
Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958. 


All  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  were  inspected;  these  numbered  58 
cattle,  144  sheep  and  12  pigs. 

No  cases  of  cysticercosis  were  encountered. 

Four  slaughterman  licences  were  renewed  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act, 
1958,  for  a period  of  twelve  months. 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Number  killed  (if  known) 
Number  inspected 


All  diseased  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis  .... 


Cattle  ex- 
cluding Cows 


58 


58 


10 


17-24% 


I 


Sheep  & I 
Cows  j Calves  | Lambs  | Pigs 


I 

— I 144 


144 


12 


12 


Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemnned  .... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  .... 


Cysticercosis  ^Only 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned, f 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 


T 


Generalised  and  Totally  condemned  ....  1 

^ 
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Meat  Products. 

961  lbs.  canned  meat  were  found  to  be  unsound,  voluntarily  surrendered,  and 
disposed  of  so  as  to  prevent  its  use  for  human  consumption. 

3.  Other  Foods. 

The  following  other  food  products  were  found  to  be  unsound,  voluntarily  surren- 
dered and  disposed  of  so  as  to  prevent  their  use  for  human  consumption. 


Weight 

592  lbs. 
311  lbs. 
3 lbs. 
74  lbs. 


Canned  Foods 


Fruit 

Vegetables 

Fish 

Others 


4.  Food  Premises. 

The  upsurge  of  public  interest  in  food  hygiene,  brought  about  by  the  typhoid 
outbreak  at  Aberdeen,  prompted  the  Flealth  Department’s  entire  staff  to  give  particular 
attention  during  the  year  to  food  shops,  distribution  depots,  licensed  premises  and 
catering  establishments. 

Frequent  inspections  were  made  of  all  such  premises,  involving  a total  of  722 
visits,  not  only  with  the  object  of  enforcing  the  legal  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  but  also  to  advise  and  educate  food  handlers 
in  food  hygiene  techniques. 

Minor  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  were  dealt  with  on  the  spot  by  the  Pubk< 
Health  Inspectors  at  the  time  of  inspection  whilst  more  serious  acts  of  default  were 
reported  to  the  Council  and  appropriate  action  taken.  Written  notices,  drawing  atten- 
tion to  non-compliance  of  the  Regulations,  were  served  in  57  cases. 

Whilst  most  of  the  notices  were  complied  with  before  the  end  of  the  year,  it  is 
regretted  that  in  a small  number  of  cases,  repeated  representations  to  the  defaulting 
traders  to  bring  their  premises  and  equipment  up  to  an  acceptable  standard  have  not 
had  the  desired  effect.  The  Council  will,  no  doubt,  consider  taking  more  stringent 
action  and  invoke  legal  powers  if  necessary. 

There  has  been  a marked  increase  in  the  number  of  mobile  shops  and  delivery 
vans  operating,  especially  on  new  housing  estates  where  there  are  insufftcicnr  shops 
or  where  housewives  find  the  distances  to  shopping  centres  too  far.  These  vehicles 
were  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  inspection  added 
appreciably  to  the  inspectorial  work  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  during  the 
year.  .Spot  checks  on  these  mobile  vehicles  were  made  from  time  to  time,  and  it  was 
generally  found  that  cleanliness  of  vehicles,  equipment  and  personnel  were  fairly 
satisfactory. 

5.  Food  Sampling. 

The  Durham  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  District 
and  enforces  the  sampling  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  The  Chief 
Inspector  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department  has  kindly  furnished  the  following 
information. 
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List  of  Samples  taken  in  the  Blaydon  Urban  District 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1964 


Informal 

Informal 


Informal 


Informal 


Informal 


Informal 

Informal 

Informal 

Informal 


Informal 


Informal 

Informal 


3 Milk 
46  Milk 

1 Ginger  Snaps 

2 Ginger  Snaps 

1 Bread  and  Butter 
1 Pork  Sausage  (preserved) 

1 Black  Pudding 

2 Dripping 

2 Pickled  Beetroot 
1 Olive  Oil 
1 Cod  Liver  Oil  B.P. 

1 Composition  Essence 

2 Rice 

1 Split  Peas 

1 P.M.  (Chocolate  Drink) 

1 Corned  Beef  (tinned) 

1 Nurse  Harvey’s  Baby  Mixture 
1 Silverskin  Onions 
1 Bacon 
1 Beef  Sizzles 
1 Ground  Ginger 
1 Sliced  Carrots  (tinned) 

1 Fruit  Salad  (tinned) 

4 Beer 
1 Twiglets 
1 Almond  Oil  B.P. 

1 Fever  and  Influenza  Mixture 

1 Buttercup  Syrup 

2 Tea 

1 Horseradish  Sauce 
1 Mixed  Fruit 
1 Cheese 

1 Salmon  (tinned) 

1 Borax  and  Honey 
1 Ice  Cream 
1 Sunny  Spread 
1 Berwick  Cockles 
1 Orange  Squash 
1 Instant  Coffee 
1 Ham 

1 Haliborange  Tablets 
1 Senna  Pods 
1 Ground  Cloves 
1 Ground  Mixed  Spice 
1 Strawberry  Jelly 
1 Tablets  of  Calcium  Lactate  B.P. 

1 Parrish’s  Food  B.P.C. 

1 Pure  Butter  and  Rum  Pieces  (Flavour) 
1 Glucodin 

1 High  Proteined  Cereal 
1 Glucose  with  Vitamin  D 
1 Lard 

1 Pickled  Red  Cabbage 


40 


Informal  1 Beef  and  4 Vegetable  with  Gravy  (tinned) 
1 Custard  Cream  Biscuits 
1 Ginger  Nut  Biscuits 
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All  Samples  were  certified  to  be  of  genuine  quality  with  the  exception  of  : — 

1.  Sterilised  Milk. 

Sterilised  Milk  which  contained  a small  amount  of  dark  sediment  and 
also  had  a dark  stain  on  the  inside  of  the  bottle.  The  sediment  and  stain 
were  composed  of  fat,  and  a letter  of  caution  was  sent  to  the  vendors 
concerned. 

2.  Ginger  Snap  Biscuit  containing  a Piece  of  Steel. 

At  subsequent  court  proceedings  a fine  of  £25  was  imposed  on  the 
manufacturers  concerned  and  they  were  also  ordered  to  pay  costs  of 
£8  15s. 

3.  Uncooked  Ham  containing  Fly  Larvae. 

At  subsequent  court  proceedings  a fine  of  £5  was  imposed  on  the  ven- 
dors concerned  and  they  were  also  ordered  to  pay  costs  of  £8  5s 
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VII. 


HOUSING 


Rehousing  of  occupants  from,  and  the  demolition  of,  unfit  houses  dealt  witn 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  continued  steadily  during  the  year.  68  families  were 
rehoused  and  90  houses  were  demolished. 

The  dwellings  listed  below  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  subsequenth 
represented  to  the  Council  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  incapable  of  being  rendered 
so  fit  at  a reasonable  cost.  No  proposals  as  to  their  future  use  were  received  from  the 
the  owners  concerned  and  the  Council  therefore  made  appropriate  Orders  under 
Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Demolition  Orders. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 and  5 Path  Head,  Blaydon. 

Nos.  26,  27  and  28  Path  Head,  Blaydon. 

Nos.  1 to  7 and  9 to  23  Lintzford  Cottages,  Rowlands  Gill. 

Pawston  Birks  Farm  Cottage,  Barlow. 

No.  37  River  View,  Blackball  Mill. 

Park  Head  Farm  Bungalow,  Winlaton. 

Closing  Orders. 

Vale  of  Derwent  Social  Club  House,  Rowlands  Gill. 

No.  4 Stable  Row,  Victoria  Garesfield. 

Preliminary  work  in  connection  with  the  proposed  Blaydon  (Shibdon  Street — 
No.  1)  Clearance  Area  was  well  advanced  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  198  houses 
included  in  the  Area  had  been  inspected  and  a report  on  their  condition  made  to  the 
Council  whose  decision  to  purchase  the  land  comprised  in  the  Area  will,  no  doubt, 
result  in  the  making  of  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order  early  in  1965. 


Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  as  a result  of  Clearance 

Schemes  or  other  formal  action  60 

(b)  Number  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a result  of  formal 

action  2 

(c)  Number  of  houses  purchased  by  agreement  and  demolished  during  the 

year  in  connection  with  redevelopment  schemes  30 


Reconditioning  and  Repair. 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  by  procedure  under  the  Housing  Acts 


or  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(a)  As  a result  of  informal  action  158 

(b)  By  owners  as  a result  of  Statutory  Notices  2 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  1 


Overcrowding. 

Complete  statistics  on  overcrowding  are  not  available  but  some  indication  of  its 
extent  may  be  deduced  from  the  following  figures  supplied  by  the  Housing  Manager  •- 
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Number  of  Listed  Applications  for  Council  Houses 


Classification 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I otals  1 

1 

Not 

Overcrowded 

1 1 

1 Over-  1 

1 crowded  1 

% of  0\-cr<.  ii..>Tded 
Premises 

Families 

occupying 

— r 

pre-  1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

niises 

as  tenants 

1 

560  1 

1 

476 

1 84  1 

1 1 

15% 

Families 

occupying 

1 

pre-  1 

! 

1 1 

mises 

as  sub-tenants 

1 

189  , 

1 

1 

157 

1 32  ! 

1 ' 

1 7'’.> 

Applications  for  Council  House  Accommodation,  from  persons  living  in  over- 
crowded conditions,  continued  to  be  given  high  priority  by  the  Allocation  Committee 
which  helped  to  alleviate  the  problem. 

Building  Progress. 

New  housing  development  by  the  Council  continued  steadily  during  the  year, 
93  houses  (32  in  Blaydon  Ward  and  61  in  Winlaton  Ward)  being  completed.  At  the 
end  of  the  year,  the  Council’s  Building  Department  was  engaged  on  three  Housing 
Schemes  which  comprised  245  dwellings  at  Winlaton  and  21  at  Chopwell. 

Private  residential  development  which  was  concentrated  mainly  in  the  Blaydon 
and  Winlaton  Wards,  showed  a marked  increase  on  last  years’  figures,  254  new 
dwellings  being  completed  as  compared  with  170  during  1963. 


The  following  table  gives  some  indication  of  the  size  of  houses  constructed 
during  the  year. 


Constructed  by 

1 1 

1 1 Bedroom  ' 
i 1 

2 Bedrooms 

1 

3 Bedrooms  | 

1 

Total 

Local  .Authority 

1 : 
....  1 45 

1 

1 1 
22  1 26  1 

1 1 

93 

Pri\ale  Developers 

1 

....  ^ 

93 

1 

161  1 

1 

254 

Table  showing  number  of  houses  erected  and  occupied  in  the  District  each  year 
since  1955. 


Built  by 

1 

I 1955 

1 

1956 

1 

1957  1 

1 

1958 

1959  1 
i 

1960 

1 

1 

1 

1961 

i 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Totals 

Local 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

! 

Authority 

1 157 

1 

108 

135  1 

1 

77 

139  1 

1 

115 

1 

1 

98 

68 

63 

93 

1053 

Private 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Enterprise 

1 55 

1 

71 

75  1 

i 

62 

144  1 

1 

36 

1 

1 

106  ^ 

158 

170 

254 

1131 

Totals 

1 

1 212 

! 

179 

1 

210  1 

1 

139  1 

1 

283  1 

151 

1 

1 

1 

204 

226 

233 

347 

2184 
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Number  of  Habitable  Houses  in  the  District. 

Blaydon  Ward  2,698 

Winlaton  Ward  3,154 

Rowlands  Gill  and  High  Spen  Ward  ....  2,649 
Chopwell  Ward  1,791 


Total  — 10,292 
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HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT,  1959 

Continued  efforts  were  made  during  the  year  to  implement  the  Council’s  policy 
of  encouraging  and  stimulating  owners  of  sub-standard  houses,  still  with  a useful 
life  ahead  of  them,  to  improve  their  properties  and  to  make  full  use  of  the  grants 
available  under  the  above  Act.  Additionally,  every  effort  was  made  (by  means  of 
personal  contact  and  by  the  distribution  to  places  frequented  by  the  public,  such  as 
libraries  and  other  local  government  premises,  of  free  leaflets  and  informatory  bro- 
chures) to  ensure  the  widest  possible  publicity  regarding  facilities  and  financial 
assistance  available. 

The  number  of  applications  for  Standard  Grants  during  the  year  was  89, 
being  an  increase  of  22  over  last  years  figure  of  67. 

Details  of  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  Standard  Improvement  Grants 
are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Number  of  Applications  Approved  : 


(a)  Owner/Occupiers  75 

(b)  Tenanted  Houses  14 

2.  Number  of  Dwellings  Improved  : 

(a)  Owner/Occupier  56 

(b)  Tenanted  Houses  14 


3.  Amount  Paid  in  Grants  : £7,338  10s.  Od. 


4.  Amenities  provided  ; 

(a)  Fixed  bath  66 

(b)  Shower  

(c)  Wash-hand  basin  74 

(d)  Hot-water  supply  45 

(e)  Water  closet  (internal)  75 

(f)  Food  store  4I 


Housing  Act,  1964 

Part  III  of  this  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  16th  August,  1964,  is 
designed  mainly  to  secure  compulsorily  a general  improvement  in  housing  standards, 
particularly  in  regard  to  the  provision  of  hot  water,  bathrooms  and  inside  water- 
closets  in  tenanted  older  house  still  with  a reasonable  life  ahead  of  them.  There  are 
several  areas  of  such  houses  in  this  District  which  could  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with 
under  this  Statute  and,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  a preliminary  survey  of  a group  of  98 
houses  at  Highficld  had  been  commenced,  a report  on  which  will  be  presented  to  the 
Council  in  1965. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  : 

John  A.  Dryden,  M.A.,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  B.Chir.,  D.P.H.,  D.I.H. 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  : 

Wilson  Joyce,  Cert.  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.  Joint  Board. 

Cert.  R.S.I.  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

ADDITIONAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS  : 

Edward  Ridley,  Cert.  Public  Health  Inspectors  Joint  Board. 

Cert.  R.S.H.  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Cert.  R.S.H.  Smoke  Inspector. 

1 Vacancy  since  1st  December,  1963. 

John  A.  Pickering,  Diploma  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  Education  Board. 

(Appointed  14th  December,  1964). 

PUPIL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  : 

Derek  R.  Bottomley. 

DEPARTMENTAL  CLERK  : 

Margaret  M.  Young. 
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